Jack Brooking (Jack Beach) 
1212 Cathleen Circle 
Gulf Breeze, Florida 32561 
Phone: 904/932-6359 



REST STOP X 
February 17 S 21, 1996 



On the way to New Orleans for Mardi Gras on Saturday afternoon, February 
17, my friend Joe Smith and I stopped in Gautier, but nobody was at home. We 
did some shopping at the nearby mall and got some great "clearance" bargains 
on shoes at Sears. 



* * * 

On the way back home on Ash Wednesday, February 21, we again stopped by, 
Billy Joe wasn't there, but his lover Dale was. He sadd Billy Joe had run 
down to Grand Bay for something [where Herman Johnson lives]. I asked him if 
he had ever met Herman Johnson. He replied with a nod of the head, but I was 
not able to get any reaction or description from him. Dale did say that mail 
had been sent to me a couple of days before and that I would have it, proba- 
bly, when I got home. Oh boy! I thought: the long-promised National En- 

^njirer Xerox of Archie Ferrell [sic.] dressed as a woman with a handgun on the 
cover and, hopefully, the accompanying article. When I got home, nothing in 
the mail that had stacked 15 ) in iry absence. Maybe today (Thursday) I thought. 
Nothing. Are these guys toying with me? I wondered. As of the 26th, nothing 
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has arrived. 

By May 22 , 1996, there has been no further face-to-face contact with 
Billy Wayne (Joe) Johnson, due to distance, no phone, and complications in my 
own life which kept me away from New Orleans for all of April and the first 
half of May, There have been, however, the following developments, all of 
which bear directly (or indirectly) on the research at hand in an interesting 
way: 



1. In the process of buying **out of print” books by veteran Warren 
Ccmnission critic Harold Weisberg, I became acquainted with Mr. 
Weisberg himself. He immediately returned the copy of Rest Stop 
I which I sent him with perceptive penciled conments, questions, 
and reactions. What professional kindness and encouragement to 
the amateur researcher. Shortly, I will send him a copy of the 
full "canon” to date. 

2. I had an enriching afternoon's exchange with Stephen Tyler of 
New Orleans. He has produced a fine video entitled. He Must 
Have Something , in which he interviews a number of key Assass- 
ination witnesses and researchers. I will also shortly send 
him a copy of the Rest Stop Series, and will profit from his 
ccmnents and observations. 

3. On May 10, I saw the new film Cinema Closet , a somber and reveal- 
ing review of Hollywood's treatment of the homosexual in film 
since the early silents. In one segment. Gore Vidal speaks of 
Yds scripted gay "subtext” for Stephen Boyd and Charlton Heston 
in Ben Hur , with clips of scenes where the relationship is overt, 
but not verbalized in the lines. 

4. Late in April, the Xerox of the National Enguirer Billy had so 



Almost a month later on Monday, March 18, a curious letter arrived with a 
badly written "B.W. Johnson” and return address in the upper left comer. 
Beneath the spot where an absent stamp should be was a P.O. stamped "POSTAGE 
WAS APPARENTLY AFFIXED BY MAILER. ” No cancellation mark or date . Inside was 
no National Encmirer Xerox. There was, however, a small THANK-U card that 
read, "For The Books and all/God Bless you/ Billy W. Johnson.” 
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long spoken of arrived. It was both disappointing and surpris- 
ing. The figure dressed in a long garment and (according to 
Billy) firing a hand gun, stands just to the (blurred) left of 
the so-called ’’Babushka Lady.” This clearly places them on the 
south side of Elm, the opposite side from the grassy knoll and 
pergola stepsy which is where Billy contends Archie was firing 
from. Since there is no Xerox of the front page, I have no idea 
whether a similar picture appears there or not. An interesting 
and ominous figure is featured in the article — one Ervil (Evil) 
LaBaron, a cult leader whom the FBI implicated in the Assassina- 
tion. (While at the same time, maintaining the ’’single 
assassin” theory.) He allegedly committed suicid^^n prison. 
Strange that I have never encountered this name. 

5. In late April came a brief phone call from Billy (the second in 

the year I’ve known him). He spoke of a big car arriving at his 
trailer one day when he was away, with some men who quizzed Dale 
about Billy’s talking to people about the Kennedy Assassination. 
The call came at a bad time for me couldn’t talk long. Nor 

have I had contact with Billy since. 

6. Over the past eight months I have received at least twenty silent 
phone calls at unpredictable times of day and night. The last 
came this morning, 5/22/96. 



The scrawled letter read: ’’Just released — Russian Official Version of As- 

sassination. The CIA Did It. Just a Patsy [circled] Oswald [line across 
page] Oswald Rifle could not shoot no one [line across page] 25 Death’s I have 
paper all of it. I have the Missing Puzzle. Why did the US. Lie? I have 
Doyle Long to say I knew him. Let me know when you are coming down/Billy. 
Someone in Mobile know Mr. Long . ” [Sic] 

irk 

Also enclosed with the Xeroxes was a note from Billy indicating that the 
rector of St. Peters-By-The Sea Episcopal Church in Gulfport, Mississippi, one 
Joe Burnett, knows Doyle Long. I have had no time to pursue this, except to 
verify the church exists. 

During a brief visit on Friday, June 7, Dale admitted he had made this up 
as a ’’prank.” The ’’silent calls,” however, have increased in frequency. 



